When I'm bore 
When I'm groaning in pain. 
When Um Sleepy.. 

They always help бо flip my heart's 
switch. 

1 read them all. 

Thanks ხის 


—Masashi Kishimoto, 2000 


Author/artist Masashi Kishimoto was born in 1974 in rural 
Okayama Prefecture, Japan. After spending time in art college, 
he won the Hop Step Award for new manga artists with his 
manga Karakuri ("Mechanism"). Kishimoto decided to base his 
next story on traditional Japanese culture. His first version of 
Naruto, drawn in 1997, was a one-shot story about fox spirits; 
his final version, which debuted in Weekly Shonen Jump in 
1999, quickly became the most popular ninja manga in Japan. 
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THE NEXT LEVEL 
STORY AND ART BY 


— KAKASHI 777727 
The dite ninja assigned o train 
Naruto, Sasuke, and Sakura. His 
horizon Cmirorswhed eye") 
lows him to reflect and mimic 
enemy ninjutsu. 


zasuza ТРИЧІ Haku Û TAZUNA JAF 


А ruhlessrirja assassin and A mysterious orphan who — An old tridge-bulder strug- 
masemurdererknownas befriends Naruto. Naruto gig to bring prosperity to the 
“The Demon” He doesn realize that his new Land of Waves. The evil mil- 


friend в Zabuzs loyal 
masked азга, who fights 
with chiropracte needles. 


бошке Gato has fired سه‎ 
to stop him from completing 
his newest bridge. 


эресайгез in techniques 
invoking water and mist. 


THE STORY SO FAR. 


“Twelve years د هود‎ destructive nine-iled fox spirit attacked the nina vilage of. 
Konohagakure. The Hokage, or village champion, defeated he fox by sealing its soul 
into the body of a baby boy. Now that boy. Uzumaki Naruto, has grown up to become 
a ninja-in-rraning,leaming the art of nirjutsu with his classmates Sakura and Sasuke. 


Tired of easy exercises, Naruto and his classmates make the mistake of asking their 
teacher, Kakashi for a realy hard assignment... and find themselves in the Land of 
Waves, protecting a bidge-builder named Tazuna. But the job turns truly dangerous 
when the notorious assassin Zabuza shows up. While Kalash holes off Zabuza and 
Sakura protects Tazuna, Naruto and Sasuke face Zibuzas assistant Haku. Inthe battle, 
ее sacrifices Ноний to eave Naruto from На deady throwing needs Now. 
watching his classmate fall, Naruto feels something terrible str within him. 
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TO UNRAVEL? 
ISTHE SEAL 


A. ANDIT GOES 
AGAINST THE 
GRAIN TO 


EVEN 
SUGGEST 
THIS. 


HESSO 
BLOODTHIRSTY! 
HE'S COMPLETELY 
CHANGED 
FROM THE ВО! 
OF JUST 
MINUTES AGO! 
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KISHIMOTO MASASHI'S FIRST MANGA REJECT SPECIAL! 


THE CHARACTER DESIGNS TO 
THE LEFT ARE FROM AFAILED 
PROJECT OF MINE CALLED 
"WANDERING DETOUR" THAT | 
CAME UP WITH RIGHT AFTER | 
WON THE HOP-STEP STAR 
AWARD. 


THE STORY IS ABOUT WHAT 
HAPPENS WHEN AN ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL KID NAMED AKIRA AND 
HIS FRIENDS KATCHIN AND KAORU 
FIND AWALLET ON THE WAY 
HOME FROM SCHOOL, AND OF 
ALL OF THE TROUBLE THAT 
ENSUES WHEN THE THREE OF 
THEM DECIDE TO KEEP THE 
MONEY THAT THEY FIND AND 
SPEND IT ON THEMSELVES. 
MAYBE IT WAS TOO HARD ТО 
FOLLOW, OR SIMPLY TOO 
DOWN-TO-EARTH FOR A BOYS' 
ADVENTURE MAGAZINE... BUT 
FOR WHATEVER REASON, IT WAS 
SUMMARILYREJECTED. 


IT WAS MY FIRST REJECTION 
EVER. BUT | WAS SUCH A KID BACK 
THEN, EVEN GETTING MY FIRST 
REJECTION SEEMED LIKE ABIG 
DEAL, ANOTHER PROFESSIONAL 
MILESTONE ГО PASSED. FOR THE 
LONGEST TIME, ID BEEN 
READING OTHER MANGA 
CARTOONISTS’ TALES OF WOE 
ABOUT THE REJECTIONS THEYD 
GOTTEN, AND ГО BEEN FEELING 
ALITTLE LEFT OUT. WITH "WAN- 
DERING DETOUR," | WAS FINALLY 
IN THE CLUB! | EVEN BRAGGED 
ABOUT IT ALITTLE. LIKE I SAID, | 
WAS АКО THEN. NOW, I'M A TRUE 
PROFESSIONAL, AND | AGREE 
WITH MY FRIENDS: “REJECTION 
SUCKS" (LAUGHTER) 


IM WILLING. 
TODO 


SOISW 
OWN 
DREAM. 


HOPE ТО KILL 
ME TA THE 


ISKINDNESS. 


THEY 
SPARE 
THE FOE 
WHOSE 
LIFE ISIN 
THEIR 


OFTEN 
PEOPLE 
HAVEIT 
WRONG, 

‘MISTAKENLY 

BELIEVING... 


ALONE AND 
UNLOVED. 


ITS 
AN 
EMPTY 
EXISTENCE. 


= 


ONCE... 
Iwas 
PRECIOUS. 
IBELONGED.. 
ТО... 


SOMETHING 
HAPPENED. 


INHERITED 
SKILLS 
THAT WERE 
EXPLOITED 
AND TWISTED, 
USED TO CAUSE 
HORRIBLE 
SLAUGHTER... 


НЕ LAND OF THE MIST 
HAS BEEN THE SCONE 
OF GENERATIONS OF 
NON-STOP WAR. 
AMONG ITS PEOPLE, 
THE KEKKEI GENKAI - 
SKILLS THAT Come 
OUT OF OUR GENETIC 
INHERITANCE - ARE 


LOATHED AS 
THE TER ABOMINATIONS Å; 
REFERS — 
TO GLANS 
WHOSE ү 


BLOODLINES 
GIVE THEM 
سا‎ 

LIKE MINE. 


VM SURE THE 
BOYI KLLED, 
WHO SHARED 
THAT SKILL, 
MUST ALSO 
HAVE Grown 
UP nenne 
THE PAIN OF. 
WHICH SPEAK. 


AFTER THE WARS 
WERE OVER, we 
Dr ውው 
WERE HUNTED, 
ONLY ABLE ТӘ, 
SURVIVE SY HONIG 


exposure 


„САМЕ FROM 
SUCHA CLAN.. 
AND BEFORE | 

EVEN REALIZED 

WHAT WAS 

ABOUT TO DO... 


MY FATHER 
LEARNED.. 
THAT W 
MOTHER.. 


MY FATHER 
HAD DIED. 


ቢ HAND. 


‘SUPERFLUOUS, 
UNWANTED, 
SHUNNED. 


|= 


THN... 


n 
Ч 


— WOULONT SOMEONE IN 


THAT PERSON YOUR LIFE 
BECOME WHO DID 
THE MOST MORE THAN 
IMPORTANT. THAT... WHO 
TREASURED. ACKNOWLEDGED 
PERSON IN JOUR EXISTENCE - 
Your LIFE?! EVEN CARED 


FORYOU-- 


THATYOU 


WANTED TO 
BECOME THE DIDN'T 
NUMBER ONE You 
NINJA IN YOUR 
VILLAGE AND TELL 

MAKE EVERYONE ME... 


THE VERY THING 
IN ME THAT 
MADE EVERYONE 
ELSE HATE ME - 
HE DIDNT JUST 
OVERLOOK IT. 
HE CHERISHED IT. 
HE WANTED IT! 


KEKKEI GENKAI 
BLOODLINE. 


KNOWING 
1 GAME 
FROM А 


FORGIVE ME .. 


መዳ. 


THIS Y 
| POSTURNG ነ 
| WILLGT | 
| YOUNOWHERE, | 


youcown ~ 


~ 


5. 

SPECIFICALLY 

DESIGNED 
FOR 


TRACKING. 


BECAUSE | 
| | 7 
| YOUREYES 
N INTHE MIST, 
ALS 
c hr 


THE SMELL 
ОР my 


BLOOD 
15 ALL 
OVER you 
AND YOUR 
WEAPONS, 
SO THICK... 


KISHIMOTO MASASHI S SECOND MANGA REJECT SPECIAL. 


THE DESIGN TO THE LEFT 
15 FROM ANOTHER FLOP - 
А MANGA CALLED "ASIAN 
PUNK”, THAT WAS. 
RESOUNDINGLY REJECTED 
AT EVERY TURN. TO BE 
FRANK, THE PREMISE 
WAS-NOT 
COINCIDENTALLYKINDA 
LIKE "GHOSTBUSTERS," 


„ THE MAIN CHARACTER WAS 
` AKIO WITH AN AXE TAKING 
ON AN EVIL FENG-SHUI 
MASTER WHO COULD 
SUMMON AND CONTROL 
EVIL SPIRITS... AND THE 
MAIN CHARACTER WASN'T 
REALLY HUMAN HIMSELF, 
BUT HAD BEEN CREATED 
BY SOME GREATER 
POWER. THERE WAS MORE, 
BUT WE DONT NEED TO 
GOINTO IT HERE. 


THE THING IS, WITH THAT 
STORY, MY PRIZE-WINNING 
SERIES KARAKUR, AND 
NARUTO, IT OCCURS ME 
ТО МЕ THAT MY HEROES 
ARE ALWAYS THESE YOUNG 
GUYS. I GUESS I'M JUST ል 
SUCKERFOR BOYS! 
ADVENTURE TALES! 


Your Future | 


30: 


е 


7 Numis 


You 
BLUFFS. 


አዳ 
ALA 
ме 


IT'S WHY 
YOUD 
STOOP TO 

WORK 


FOR 
A PARASITE 
IKE 


А нь 
På AND YOUR. ACTIONS 


TO RAISE FUNDSFOR 
A SECOND ATTEMPT, 
AND BARELY STAYING А 
JUMP AHEAD OF THE 
SHINOBI HUNTERS... 
WHICH IS WHAT 


BROUGHT YOU HERE. 


22 И 
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YOUREA ٢ AN 
LOOSE TEEN 
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WHAT IS 
WITH YOU? 
YOU'RE USED. 
TOBEING 
THE TOUGHEST. 

YOUDON'T 
3 LIKE TO LOSE. 
IGET THAT! 


M 


Bo T REMEMBER 
THINKING THAT 
We were 


P Ў 


5 


' 
see 
Two 


PEOPLE. 


«I DONT 
WANT 


ANY 
REGRETS 
EITHER. 


Every 
ONE 
VILLAGE. 


7 


We 


wor = 
OF THIS! 


A 


NARUTO?” ПО. 


თ 


ШШ % sine 
те GUN 


NARUTO!! 
WHERE'S 


THE WENT: 
AFTHRULE 
OF SHINOBI 
GONDUET?" 


THEIR 
EMOTIONS! 


NOWTHERE'S 
NO WAY YOU 


CAN BEAT МЕ. 


HEH-HEH! 

IMONDER. 
HOWTHE 
RIGHTS 
GOING! 


ALL OF YOU 


IT'S SUCH А BOTHER 

HIRING A SKILLED SHINOBI 
AFFILIATEDWITH ONE 

OF THE TOP VILLAGES, 
IT'S EXPENSIVE... AND 
THEY TEND TO HAVE 

FRIENDS WHO OBJECT 

WHEN | BETRAY AND 
ს KILL THEM. 


wA 


CALLING 
YOURSELF MY ONLY 
THe Demon 
OFKIRIGAKURE WAS HIRING 
15 JUST PLAIN YOU IN THE 
FALSE FIRST 
ADVERTISING! PLACE. 


ლო 


APOLOGIZE 


NOTHING. 


==: 2 PR 
ኢራ 


VE PN Jill EUN 


BUT YOU THINK 
THAT'S JUST NOTHING, 
THAT HE WAS NOTHING. 

YOU DON'T FEEL A THING! 


777 
თ 
(222: 
т 
222 
TRA 
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TOO MUCH, 
TOO CRUEL... 


z 
R 
a 


„„ANOTHE1 
WORO. 
var 


ONCE WE'RE IN HELL, 
I CAN TAKE MY TIME, 
AND SHOW YOU OVER... 


WHO IS, OR IS NOT, 
"A BABY DEMON"! 


KIRIGAKURE VILLAGE... 
САМ BECOME AREAL 
DEMON IN HOW HE 
MEETS HIS DEATH. 


г 


KISHIMOTO MASASHI S THIRD MANGA REJECT SPECIAL! 


TEN, 
zo) 
-85፳:ቃ/ 


ONCE AGAIN, THE ROUGH 
SKETCH TO THE LEFT IS FROM 
ANOTHER REJECTED MANGA. 
(=> IT WAS A BASEBALL MANGA, 
TITLED SIMPLY "BASEBALL 
KING." PLAYED BASEBALL 


DURING THIS PERIOD, | WAS IN A 
7 SITUATION WHERE, NO MATTER 
HOW MANY CONCEPTS FOR 
ADVENTURE MANGA I SKETCHED 
OUT, | DIDNT GET ANY GREEN 
LIGHTS, БО! THOUGHT | SHOULD 
GO FORA SPORTS THEME. 


BUT WHEN | ACTUALLY TRIED TO 
DRAW ONE, PERHAPS BECAUSE I 
WAS WRITING FROM PERSONAL 
EXPERIENCE, IT BECAME A 
MORE REALISTIC WORK THAN I 
HAD INTENDED. 


THE REASON IT FAILED WAS 
THAT IT WAS TOO SERIOUSFOR 
A SHONEN PUBLICATION. IT 
WASN'T ENTERTAINMENT. 


HOWEVER, "BASEBALL KING" 
ACTUALLY STILL HOLDS A 
SPECIAL PLACE IN MY HEART. | 
SOMETIMES FINO MYSELF. 
THINKING, "THAT WAS SO FUNNY.. 
[CAN'T BELIEVE IT'S AREJECT, 
DARNIT_ f 


NARUTO'S 
FINE! 
AND THE 
BOY IN 
THE MASK 
ISDEAD.. | 


SASUKE. 
you 
SURVIVED 
А 
DEATHBLOW. 


AND CONJURATIONS... 
FORTHE MOMENT, መጃ 
INE EXHAUSTED 


ENOUGH 
FOR 

THESE "y 
Bozos ра 


DESTINY! 


NARUTO BULT 
THE BRIDGE 
THAT 


2» 
TRULY PIT: 


Û er 
ANDTHEN. Û LET'S SET 
AND THEN, HOME. 

YOU KNOW, MASTER 
IHAVETO шка, 
“ዘተየ ሩድ GONNA TAKE 


ME OUT FOR 
KONOHAMARU ME OUT FC 


HEH... 

ФИТЕ SURE. 
YOU ЗЕЕ, 

I HOPE THAT 
IN GVING 

IT THAT NAME, 

WELL ENSURE 

THAT IT 
WILL STAND 
FOREVER. 


HOPEFULLY, 

THAT'S 
HOW 

ITLL 


OURBADGE, У 


MLL BECOMES. | 


IS (PER FAMOUS TH 


ет 


å Number За: Intruders? 
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YOUR 
ENGINES! | 
MACHS!! (6 


YOUR NOSE 
IS GROWING, 
MASTER!!! 


You aus LAY IT ON TOO TH, 


SAVING you 


ANUISANCE, 
‘SASUKE! 


IF YOU START 
ANYTHING 


7 MORE, 
ти. BURY YOU! 


NON- 4 
EXISTENT: ха 


I HATE THIS.. THERE 
ARE GUYS 2 


HE'S RIGHT... 
NT 


SKILLS! 


AND THAT'S. 


RANN jr 


LITTLE HINT... 
NOROCK HAS. 
PERFECT ANGLES, 
PERFECT CORNERS.. 
AND EYE HOLES. 


KIND OF A BIG CLUE 


TRONE | 
WITH us!! 


ШҮҮ 
= 


5 


HE SET 
ALONG 
WELL WITH 


NARUTO HASN'T 
HAD TIME TO 
GET TOGET ER 
WITH ME ONCE. 
I CAN'T HELP 
WORRYING 
ABOUT HM. 


BUT iT KEEPS 
NARUTO ON. 
HISTOES. HE'S 
DEVELOPING 


HOPING 
ТОСАТСНИР 
TO HIS HERO. 


your, 
TERMS 

SEEN ALOT 

OFACTION 
LATELY. 


IT IS, MASTER IRUKA. 
UCHIHA SASUKE IS 
INOUR CELL, TOO. 

HE AND NARUTO ARE 
LIKE А COUPLE OF 

DOGS, ALVAS 
CIRCLING EACH 

OTHER, SNAPPING 

AND SNAKLING.. 


THEREBY | 
ANNOUNCE. 


ber-33: 5. 72 
s. Kakashi 


Nurabe Г 
2 Truka vs 


BEYOND 


mer, THAT 
JUDOMENT 1 V ጠመመ gerere 
ASTO |? COMPLETED | WE GAN 
WHETHER, > x / AMNIMUN — EVEN 
THEY ARE READY ї у OR EIGHT CONSIDER 
Ver PAZ 2 missions, сусу, 
THE NEXT 


[ም ციის 
COMPETITIVE, 
8 CANDIDATES 
SHOULD 
PROBABLY HAVE 
COMPLETED 
ATLEAST 
дана RECOMMENDED, 
و‎ NUMBER OF 
emo MISSIONS... 
soon 
FOR ANY 
OF THEM, 


CCLL 
NUMBER Z 
LED БУ 
KAKASHI, 
consists. 
OF UCHIHA 
SASUKE, 
UZUMAKI 
NARUTO, 
AND HARUNO 
SAKURA. 

I VOW UPON 
THE HONOR 
OF my 
CLAN, THE 


CELL 
NUMBER B, 


‘CONSISTS OF 
HYUGA HINATA, 


‘SHINO. I VOW 
UPON му OWN 
CLAN, THE YUH, 
THAT VAM AS. 
CERTAN AS 15 
MY ESTEEMED 


O 


HOW UNUSUAL 
FORALL 
THREE OF you 
TO HAVE 
UNHESITATINGLY 
ASSENTED. 
FOR 


GHININ 
SELECTION 
EXAM. 


NUMBER 10, 
LED BY ASUMA, 
‘CONSISTS OF 
YAMANAKA INO, 
NARA SHIKAMARU, 
AND AKIMICHI 
снол. 
1VOW UPON MY 
CLAN, THE 
SARUTOBI, THAT I 
AM EGUALLY 
AS CERTAIN - 


147 


Forewe 
жегі 
OVERSTER, 


CERTAINLY THEY 
ARE ALL GIFTED 
AND SHOW BOTH 

‘COMMITMENT 
ANG TALENT... BUT 
ITS TOO SOON 
FOR KIDSTHAT 
YOUNG To BE 

STEPPING 
ሂሮ TO THE 
JOURŅEMAN 
LEVEL. 


омучатн 
TIME УЛ 
THEY HAVE 
THEKINDOF 
EXPERIENCE 


YEARS YOUNGER 
THAN NARUTO THEIR 
WHEN ATTAINED | | supervisors, 


THEY GRIPE 
ABOUT EVERY 
DEAL OF 
EVERY MISSION. 
JUST FOR ONCE, 
I THINK IT WOULD 
со THEM SOCO! 
TO FIND OUT 
WHAT REAL 
PAIN IS... 


' 
Кати 


AND Vin 
SORRY IF MY 
COMME NAT 


‘UPSETS YOU. 
BUT I 
STAND BYTT. 


HE DID IT 
IN - 


ОСО SAVING 


DONT KNOW? 
JUNIOR NINJA 
nd ARE SENT FROM 
М THE HIDDEN SANG VILL две 
AND THE MINOR 
LANDS BETWEEN 
OUR HOME AND YOURS 
TO COMPETE AGAINST 


= KONOHA'S OWN 
mmo 


MAINTAIN THE SKIN 
OF ALL SHNOGI AT 
THE SAME HIGH LEVEL 
оғ EXCELLENCE. ALSO 
[ТО FOSTER FRIENDSHIP 
BETWEEN NINJA, 
ANG OF COURSE, TO. 
MAINTAIN THE BALANCE, 
"OF FOWER BETWEEN, 
THE LANDE 
THEMSELVES, 


KISHIMOTO MASASHIS 


POINTLESS LITTLE STORY 


THE EIGHT-FRAME MANGA ON THE 
LEFT BRINGS BACK FOND MEMORIES 
FOR ME OF KOISHI, THE FRIEND WHO 
DREW IT FOR ME BACK IN COLLEGE. 
| HAD BEEN DRAWING MANGA SINCE 
МУ HIGH-SCHOOL DAYS, BUT | DIDN'T 
HAVE A SINGLE FRIEND WHO SHARED 
MY PASSION. IN COLLEGE, | HEARD OF 
A GROUP OF MANGA FANS AND ASPIRING 
ARTISTS WHO CALLED THEMSELVES 
THE/MANKEN, OR MANGA LAB. BUT 
THEY WEREN'T SO MUCH DRAWING MANGA 
AS THEY WERE PATTING EACH OTHER 
ON THE BACK FOR DRAWING PIN-UPS AND 
ILLUSTRATIONS WITH NO ATTEMPT АТ. 
STORYTELLING WHATSOEVER, | AVOIDED 
THOSE PHONIES LIKE THE PLAGUE AND 
WENT MY OWN WAY, TRYING TO DRAW 
ACTUAL MANGA, 
THEN, ONE DAY, МЕТ А MAN WHO 
CLAIMED HE HAD DRAWN AUTHENTIC 
MANGA BACK IN HIGH SCHOOL. | HAD 
DOUBTS ABOUT WHETHERHE WAS ON 
THELEVEL, SO | CHALLENGED HIM. I WAS 
DETERMINED TO FIND OUT WHETHER HE 
WAS AREAL MANGA ARTIST OR ANOTHER 
PHONY, | DEMANDED THAT HE DRAW A TWO- 
PAGE STORY FOR ME ON THE SPOT, SO НЕ 
DREW THE MANGA ON THE LEFT AND GAVE 
IT TO ME. IT WAS MOMENT OF INTENSE JOY 
FOR ME TO HOLD SOMEONE ELSE'S MANGA 
IN MY HAND LIKE THAT, FOR THE VERY FIRST 
TIME, AND I TREASURE HIS MANGA TO THIS 
VERY DAY. 
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TO BLOW-DRY 
MY HAIR! 


К: 
TEETH! 


| ILOVE YOU! 
E3 


«M 
لد‎ 


m 
HERE 
x tica MY 
რ. 


THERE AFE PEOPLE ር 
WHO MADE IT, 
THEN IMMEDIATELY 


GAVEUPBEING > 
SHINOBI. 
OTHERSWHOENDED ПУ 
UP CRIPPLED... 


DIFFICULT. 
ANG WE 
SHOULD KNOW. 
WEVE FAILED 
THREE 


AND 
You 
LITTLE 
PUNKS 
HAVE 
THE 
NERVE 
TO APPLY? 


THE 
RESPONSIBILITIES 
FOR FALED 

ÅND DEAD 
SHINOBIREST 
FIRMY 
ON THEIR 
SHOULDERS. 


сїм 


Sur 
WITH THIS 


CARS 


TO BE CONTINUED IN NOI FTO VOX ST 


